
Volume 27, Issue 2 February 2026 

The Madison Express 
Visit us online at ǿǿǿΦǘƘŜƳŎōŘŘΦŎƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ C!/9.hhY 

Madison County Board  o f Developmental  Disabi l i t ies  

 
2025 Special Olympics award winners named  
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Press Release ï Recently, the Madison County Special Olympics Program ï affiliated with the Madison 
County Board of Developmental Disabilities ï announced the winners of its annual recognition awards. Topping 
the list was Austin Lane who earned Athlete of the Year. 

The awards are voted on by the Special Olympics athletes themselves, as well as staff and community  
people who are involved with the program. 

Austin is not only a fantastic basketball player, he is also a fantastic teammate. As a player he averaged 
double digit figures while leading the Madison Tigers Blue squad to the Division III State Title game in 2025.  
Austinôs skills as a basketball player are undeniable and his leadership is unquestionable. He leads by example and 
always picks up his teammates when they are down. He is extremely dedicated to the sport and even more so to his 
fellow athletes.  

ñHis positive aura transcends his game and carries over into the locker room,ò said Lincoln Comer,       
Director of Special Olympics and Community Recreation for Madison County Board of Developmental            
Disabilities, of Lane. ñAt the end of the day Austin makes those around him better.ò 

Billy Fuller has worn many different hats while working with the Madison County Special Olympics    
program, and this year was no exceptionï earning him Coach of the Year honors. 

He has served as a basketball coach, volunteer, chaperone and competed as a Unified partner. In 2025   
Billy took on his greatest task to date. He came to the aid of a fellow coach and navigated unfamiliar waters in  
order to coach the sport of Bocce. Billy has long been associated with our programôs basketball teams, even     
leading his Madison Tigers Blue to the Division III State Title game in 2025. 

ñAlthough there were some growing pains in the 
beginning his athletes went on to excel during the 2025 
State Summer Games,ò Comer said of Fuller, in relation 
to Bocce. ñIt is selfless acts like Mr. Fullerôs which truly 
make Madison County Special Olympics so special.ò 

Being a special young man who has put        
adversity in his rear-view mirror and dedicated his spare 
time to helping others led to Chris Zeeck being named 
the Volunteer of the Year award winner. In 2025 Chris 
helped out in a variety of ways including participating as 
a Unified partner for our USAV Open National     
Championship Volleyball team, keeping the stats for our 
School Age D-I State Championship Basketball team, 
competing as óplayer/coachô for our Unified Softball 
team and maintaining our softball field during the 2025 
season. 

ñVolunteers are the heart and soul of our      
countyôs Special Olympics program, and no one has a 
bigger heart than Chris Zeeck,ò Comer said. ñOur     
program is where it is today because of selfless and  
dedicated individuals like Mr. Chris Zeeck.ò 

See AWARDS, page 11 

Honoring the 2025 Special Olympics Award Winners: In 
front ð Harmony McGinnis. From left ð Billy Fuller, 
Ashley Kuebler, Austin Lane, Chris Zeeck, and Angie 
Harris of Phat Daddyôs 
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